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HOUSE VOTES

LAWSUIT ABUSE

HB 389, Connick — Would have imposed a medical
monitoring regime with no regulations, limitations or
oversight on how this monitoring was to take place.
Basically, unlimited medical monitoring would have
been made available to those who feared exposure to
certain allegedly harmful substances.

As introduced, the bill would have rendered null
and void any agreement entered into on or after April
20, 2010, that did not provide for future medical moni-
toring for those allegedly involved in the Gulf oil spill.
Also of major interest was that the prescriptive period
for future medical claims was unlimited. Although the
bill was gutted in the committee of origin, Rep. Connick
attempted to amend the bill on final passage to restore
the medical monitoring provisions.

How the House Voted

A vote AGAINST final passage was a vote WITH LABI.
The bill failed 15-79-11.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

HB 421, Carter —Allows businesses to partner with lo-
cal communities to start a charter school by providing
for an enrollment preference of up to 50% for their
employees’ children in exchange for donations that
could include land, a building, major renovations to
a building, or technology.

HB 421 has the potential to become a major eco-
nomic development tool as well as to provide additional
quality educational opportunities for children in un-
derserved areas of the state. The lack of availability of
quality public schools is often cited as a major detriment
to drawing in new business or expanding businesses
already in the state. HB 421 allows businesses to become
larger stakeholders in public education, and everyone
benefits: the business, their employees’ children, and
other children who live in the district who may be able
to benefit from an educational option that otherwise may
not have been there.

How the House Voted

A vote FOR final passage was a vote WITH LABI. The
bill passed 72-23-10.

RETIREMENT

HB 530, Pearson — Would have changed the Final
Average Compensation used to determine retirement
benefits for state and higher education employees
from a three-year to a five-year average. The esti-
mated savings of over $50 million would have helped
pay down the ballooning unfunded accrued liability
(UAL) of over $17 billion.

This bill was filed with a provision increasing public
employee contributions by two percent on certain public
employees. In House Retirement Committee, the author
removed the employee contribution portion of the bill
and advanced it to the House floor. The bill passed the
House floor, but ran into trouble in Senate Retirement
Committee where it was ultimately killed.

How the House Voted

A vote FOR final passage was a vote WITH LABI. The
bill passed 77-20-8.

SCHOOL CHOICE

HB 621, Talbot — This bill would have given businesses
and individuals a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for do-
nations made to an organization that would provide
scholarships for children to attending participating
nonpublic schools.

Tax credits are becoming increasingly popular
around the nation as a viable way to increase parental
choice. LABI supports increased choice and educational
options, and tax credits present an innovative way to
provide additional educational opportunities.

The first vote on HB 621 failed to pass the bill by
only one vote but, upon consideration, proponents were
not able to pick up the required extra votes to send it to
the Senate.

How the House Voted
A vote FOR final passage was a vote WITH LABI. On

the first vote, the bill failed 52-44-9. Upon reconsidera-
tion, the bill failed 50-41-14.



PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS

SB 76, Martiny — Prohibits governmental entities in
Louisiana from mandating that private contractors
adopt pro-union project labor agreements (PLAS)
before they are allowed to perform public works.

PLAs effectively exclude non-union private
contractors from working on public projects. The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ data indicates that only 3
percent of Louisiana’s private construction workforce
is union. Thus, 97 percent of construction workers
who would otherwise work on public construction
projects would not be able to do so. This discrimination
hurts small companies that are almost never union,
but is especially hard on women- and minority-
owned construction businesses with workers that are
traditionally underrepresented in unions. Also, by
limiting potential bidders through PLAs, the expense of
a public project tends to go up, costing taxpayers more
or reducing the amount of construction their tax dollars
will buy.

How the House Voted

A vote FOR the bill was a vote WITH LABI. The bill
passed 96-4-5.

PUBLIC BID LAW

SB 196, Marionneaux — At a cost to taxpayers, this
bill would have created a 10% preference in public
bidding for steel pipe manufactured in Louisiana.

LABI has historically opposed preferences, except
legislation that imposes a reciprocal preference against
companies headquartered in states that impose prefer-
ences that inhibit Louisiana companies from competing
for public bids. Preferences tend to drive up the costs
of public contracts, limit competition, and increase the
burden on taxpayers.

Rep. Sam Jones amended the bill on the House floor
allowing a Louisiana bidder who falls within 10% of the
lowest responsible bid to have the option of matching
the lowest bid price. The amendment went on without
objection and LABI dropped its opposition to the bill.
The amendment was stripped from the bill in conference
committee, and LABI opposed the bill without the amend-
ment when the bill returned from conference committee.

How the House Voted

A vote FOR rejecting the conference committee report
was a vote WITH LABI. The motion passed 78-16-11.



SENATE VOTES

PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS

SB 76, Martiny — Prohibits governmental entities in
Louisiana from mandating that private contractors
adopt pro-union project labor agreements (PLAS)
before they are allowed to perform public works.

PLAs effectively exclude non-union private
contractors from working on public projects. The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ data indicates that only 3
percent of Louisiana’s private construction workforce
is union. Thus, 97 percent of construction workers
who would otherwise work on public construction
projects would not be able to do so. This discrimination
hurts small companies that are almost never union,
but is especially hard on women- and minority-
owned construction businesses with workers that are
traditionally underrepresented in unions. Also, by
limiting potential bidders through PLAs, the expense of
a public project tends to go up, costing taxpayers more
or reducing the amount of construction their tax dollars
will buy.

How the Senate Voted

A vote FOR the bill was a vote WITH LABI. The bill
passed 27-4-8.

LIMIT LOCAL TAX ELECTIONS

SB 108, Riser —Would have required that bond or tax
elections be held only on the same date as a regularly
scheduled primary or general election for statewide
or congressional offices.

LABI encourages increased voter participation in
all elections. By reducing the number of elections and
holding elections on routine dates, our government can
create a cost-effective way to increase voter turnout,
promote civic engagement in the community and bolster
the legitimacy of tax and bond elections.

How the Senate Voted

A vote FOR final passage was a vote WITH LABI. The
bill passed 23-12-4.

PUBLIC BID LAW

SB 196, Marionneaux — At a cost to taxpayers, this
bill would have created a 10% preference in public
bidding for steel pipe manufactured in Louisiana.

LABI has historically opposed preferences, except
legislation that imposes a reciprocal preference
against companies headquartered in states that impose
preferences that inhibit Louisiana companies from
competing for public bids. Preferences tend to drive
up the costs of public contracts, limit competition, and
increase the burden on taxpayers.

Rep. Sam Jones amended the bill on the House
floor allowing a Louisiana bidder who falls within
10% of the lowest responsible bid to have the option of
matching the lowest bid price. The amendment went on
without objection and LABI dropped its opposition to
the bill. The amendment was stripped from the bill in
conference committee, and LABI opposed the bill without
the amendment when the bill returned from conference
committee.

The first Senate vote was to adopt the conference
committee report. After that motion failed, the adoption of
the conference report was reconsidered and that motion
passed. However, the House rejected the conference
report, which killed the bill.

How the Senate Voted

A vote AGAINST the adoption of the conference
committee report was a vote WITH LABI. The motion
failed 15-18-6. Upon reconsideration, the motion to adopt
the conference report passed 22-15-2.

BUSINESS TAX INCREASE

Marionneaux Senate Floor Amendment to HB 282,
Ellington — This proposed amendment would have
substantially increased business taxes by phasing-
out several business exemptions, exclusions, rebates,
and other tax benefits over a period of several years.
Among the items proposed for elimination were the
manufacturing sales tax exclusion for machinery and
equipment and the sales tax exemption for business
utilities.

This amendment was purportedly offered to partially
off-set the future reduction in state revenues arising from



the passage of SB 259, which would have eliminated the
individual income tax over several years. There was no
legal requirement for these new tax revenues to be used
for this purpose — these new taxes likely would have been
levied and collected whether or not SB 259 had passed.
At the time this amendment was considered on the Senate
floor, the corporate income tax was no longer included for
phase-out under SB 259 by virtue of a House committee
amendment.

Following debate on this amendment, Sen. Martiny
made the motion to lay the amendment on the table. The
motion to lay the amendment on the table was adopted.
Following adoption of the motion, a vote of two-thirds of
the Senate (26 senators) would have been required for the
Senate to consider the amendment once again. This motion
effectively ended the consideration of this amendment on
HB 282.

How the Senate Voted
A vote FOR the motion was a vote WITH LABI. The
motion was adopted 22-14-3.
CHARTER SCHOOLS

HB 421, Carter —Allows businesses to partner with lo-
cal communities to start a charter school by providing

for an enrollment preference of up to 50% for their
employees’ children in exchange for donations that
could include land, a building, major renovations to
a building, or technology.

HB 421 has the potential to become a major eco-
nomic development tool as well as to provide additional
quality educational opportunities for children in un-
derserved areas of the state. The lack of availability of
quality public schools is often cited as a major detriment
to drawing in new business or expanding businesses al-
ready in the state. HB 421 allows businesses to become
larger stakeholders in public education, and everyone
benefits: the business, their employees’ children; and
other children who live in the district who may be able
to benefit from an educational option that otherwise may
not have been there.

The first Senate vote was snagged by a tie, but the
following day, after a heavy lobbying effort, the vote was
reconsidered and enough senators changed their votes
to enable the bill to pass.

How the Senate Voted

A vote FOR final passage was a vote WITH LABI. The
bill failed due to a tie vote, 18-18-3. Upon reconsidera-
tion, the bill passed 22-16-1.

we really take care of business.

Whether you need traditional banking services,
a loan, line of credit, or innovative services like
online deposits, you can count on us to be there,
there and there for you. Discover the benefits
of banking with the credit union for business.

Contact us at business@campusfederal.org.

CAMPUS YY) FEDERAL"

BE A PART OF IT™

225.769.8841 | campusfederal.org

BUSINESS LOANS ® BUSINESS eDEPOSIT
SMARTCARE ® & MORE

Membership eligibility requirements apply. Eligible for membership if
TENBER you live, work or worship in Baton Rouge, Shreveport or New Orleans.
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\oting Record Criteria

There are certain rules that apply consistently to LABI voting records
and to LABI’s use of those records:

Only KEY business votes are included in the record. Only bills on which LABI has taken
a clear, broad-based position are considered.

A vote may be on an amendment or procedural motion, as well as on final passage, if that
vote was crucial to the fate of the bill.

Because of factors such as committee action or amendments, the inclusion of a vote on
a bill in one house doesn’t necessarily mean that it will be a record vote in the second
house.

Votes are weighted according to their importance to the business community. See voting
record chart for specific point values.

Each term stands alone. Every legislator has an equal opportunity for a good four-year
record, despite historical voting patterns.

The annual and cumulative voting averages are based upon the number of points actually
earned, compared to the number of points that could have been earned over the period.

Legislators are not penalized in LABI voting records for absences due to hospitalization
or immediate family illness or death, nor for abstentions due to conflicts of interest.

v’ The voting record is based on votes as recorded in the Official Journals of the House and

Senate.
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